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EDITOR'S NOTE
Welcome to the 17th edition 

Scan to Save our V card



PSC VOYAGE 17 -  18  AUG 202604

SUBSCRIBE OUR NEWSLETTER FOR REGULAR UPDATES

Discover this week's PSC Observation of the Week (PSC FOCUS – WK : 26)
featuring real Port State Control inspection findings that highlight common
deficiencies identified onboard ships. Every deficiency identified during an
inspection tells a story—not just of a non-conformity, but of an opportunity to
improve safety, strengthen operational standards, and prevent future deficiencies
that could lead to costly delays or vessel detention.

In this week's edition, we have compiled a collection of real Port State Control
(PSC) deficiency photographs captured during actual inspections. These
examples highlight some of the most frequently observed deficiencies across
various shipboard areas, offering a practical understanding of what PSC officers
look for during inspections.

Want to dive deeper? Simply click the
image above or scan the QR code below.

https://www.linkedin.com/build-relation/newsletter-follow?entityUrn=7430826867101773824
https://marinersupdate.com/blog/psc-focus-wk-26-psc-observation-of-the-week/


SIRE 2.0 VOYAGE 17 -  18  AUG 202605

SUBSCRIBE OUR NEWSLETTER FOR REGULAR UPDATES

This week’s SIRE 2.0 Inspection Experience takes us to Antwerp, Belgium, where an
extensive inspection covered SMS compliance, documentation, operational readiness,
and the crew’s understanding of critical onboard procedures. The inspection included
detailed discussions on MSMP, emergency procedures, defect reporting, COLREG,
escape routes, squat, mooring winch brake testing, and HVPQ, followed by thorough
checks across the deck, cargo control room, and bridge.

The inspection also focused on lifeboats, emergency generator readiness, gas freeing,
FGSS, mooring equipment, enclosed space rescue, BWTS operations, SSCL checks,
gas detection, passage planning, ECDIS, UKC, GMDSS, radar, ENC updates, BNWAS,
VDR, and navigation lights. The inspection concluded with NIL observations and 6
positive remarks, highlighting the importance of strong preparation, crew knowledge,
and consistent implementation of onboard procedures.

To explore this topic in detail, click on the
above image or scan the QR code below.

https://www.linkedin.com/build-relation/newsletter-follow?entityUrn=7248863337332002816
https://marinersupdate.com/blog/sire-2-0-wk-67-inspection-experience-antwerp-be/
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SUBSCRIBE OUR NEWSLETTER  FOR REGULAR UPDATES

Questions Covered:
2.8 – Is the officer matrix accurately completed and does it reflect the information on
officers and engineers on board the vessel at the time of inspection? 
 2.9 – If ECDIS is fitted on board, has the Master and Navigation Officers been
familiarised with the ECDIS equipment installed on board, and were objective evidences
of this familiarisation available?

Is your Officer Matrix keeping up with your crew, or still showing yesterday's lineup?
Inspectors check whether the matrix truly reflects who's on board right now, with only a
short allowance for recent changes and a documented handover. Senior officer swaps
between sister ships still need to be recorded — no exceptions for a missed overlap.

ECDIS familiarisation is another area under close watch. Generic training alone doesn't
cut it — Navigation Officers need equipment-specific familiarisation with objective
evidence: the method used, who delivered it, when, and how competence was
evaluated before taking an independent watch.

To explore this topic in detail, click on the
above image or scan the QR code above.

https://www.linkedin.com/build-relation/newsletter-follow?entityUrn=7460305907743268864
https://marinersupdate.com/blog/risq-inspection-focus-wk-14-officer-matrix-accuracy-ecdis-familiarisation/


CAPTAIN’S  WEATHER DESK VOYAGE 17 -  18  AUG 202607

SUBSCRIBE OUR NEWSLETTER  FOR REGULAR UPDATES

Thunderstorms are among the most significant convective weather hazards encountered
at sea. They can develop rapidly when warm, moist and unstable air rises strongly,
producing heavy rain, sudden squalls, rapid wind shifts, strong updrafts and downdrafts,
lightning, thunder, reduced visibility and, in some cases, hail. For vessels operating at
sea, near coastal waters, during pilotage, or in harbour approaches, these conditions can
create sudden changes in the operating environment and require close attention to
weather observations and forecasts.

In this week's Captain’s Weather Desk, we simplify the basic conditions required for
thunderstorm formation and explain the different stages and major types of
thunderstorms, along with the hazards they can present to ships and crew. The notes also
introduce a practical method of estimating the approximate distance of a thunderstorm by
measuring the time interval between seeing a lightning flash and hearing the
corresponding thunder.

To explore this topic in detail, click on the
above image or scan the QR code below.

https://www.linkedin.com/build-relation/newsletter-follow?entityUrn=7388237300922511360
https://marinersupdate.com/blog/captains-weather-desk-wk-12-thunderstorms/
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Japan has submitted supplementary details to the IMO ahead of MEPC 85, arguing
that its revised Net-Zero Framework (NZF) can remain aligned with the existing
shipping GHG reduction strategy. Under the more flexible threshold value 2, Japan
estimates a 20% reduction in GHG emissions from 2008 levels by 2030, with zero or
near-zero GHG fuels reaching a 5.8% share. 

The revised proposal removes the original fund, relaxes GHG-intensity thresholds,
expands surplus-unit use and allows contributions to approved external projects under
IMO oversight. Further discussions will continue through ISWG meetings in
September and November, ahead of MEPC 85.

JAPAN SUBMITS REVISED NET-ZERO
FRAMEWORK PROPOSAL AHEAD OF MEPC 85
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A U.S. federal court
sentenced Georgian
tanker captain Avtandil
Kalandadze to 10 months
in prison followed by
deportation after he
pleaded guilty to refusing
a U.S. Coast Guard order
to stop the tanker Bella 1.
(later Marinera).

The case also exposed
alleged shadow-fleet
activity, including Iranian
oil transport, AIS
deactivation, identity
concealment, ship-to-ship
transfers and disputed
flag claims. The vessel
was later renamed Era,
registered in Comoros
and listed for scrapping.

Efforts to restore normal
shipping through the
Strait of Hormuz face
another setback after
U.S. President Donald
Trump demanded
compensation from Iran
for deaths and
damages.

Iran and Oman are
discussing alternative
shipping lanes, with
Tehran demanding
compensation, an end
to sanctions and military
threats before full
reopening. Washington
opposes any
arrangement allowing
Iran to charge vessel
transit fees.
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A major rescue
operation took place in
the Pacific after an
engine-room fire forced
the 22 crew members
of Marshall Islands-
flagged car carrier Min
Jiang Kou to abandon
ship about 630 nautical
miles south of Costa
Rica.

After the crew activated
the fixed CO₂ system,
worsening smoke led to
evacuation. Bulk carrier
Jin Hai Ping rescued all
22 seafarers, with
tanker Degu assisting
nearby.
The crew are being
taken to Akita, Japan. 

The Northern Sea Route
(NSR) is attracting growing
interest as container
carriers explore the
Russian Arctic as a
seasonal alternative to
traditional Asia–Europe
routes.
Chinese operators Sea
Legend and New New
Shipping, along with South
Korea’s PanStar, are
developing Arctic services,
with some voyages
targeting 18–21-day transit
times to North Europe.
The route could offer
faster transit and greater
supply-chain resilience,
but remains highly
seasonal and still at an
early stage for container
shipping
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Panama-flagged
containership Vela
Nova was reportedly
struck by U.S. forces
on August 10 while
approaching a
blockade line in the
Gulf of Oman.
Reports say the
vessel ignored
repeated warnings
before an MH-60
helicopter fired two
Hellfire missiles,
disabling the ship and
causing a small fire
that was later
extinguished. All 17
crew members were
evacuated safely and
reportedly remained
uninjured.

Arabian Gulf oil flows
have reportedly
recovered to around 15
million barrels per day,
with nearly 9 million bpd
moving through the Strait
of Hormuz and another
5–7 million bpd via
alternative routes.
Despite the recovery in
oil exports, commercial
shipping remains heavily
restricted. Against a
historical benchmark of
around 138 vessel
transits per day, only 42
U.S.-facilitated transits
were recorded on August
9–10.
Oil flows are recovering,
but safe and sustained
shipping through Hormuz
remains under pressure.



 PARIS MOU – CONCENTRATED
INSPECTION CAMPAIGNS
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CIC AT A GLANCE

WHAT PSCOs WILL LOOK AT

An approved Cargo Securing Manual (CSM) must be onboard and followed, and container ships must also
carry an approved Cargo Safe Access Plan (CSAP). A “No” to the related starred checks may lead to
consideration for detention.

CSM & CSAP ARE MANDATORY ONBOARD

Campaign

Period

Authorities

Inspection basis

Focus

Concentrated Inspection Campaign on Cargo Securing of Cargo Units & Cargo
Transport Units

01 September – 30 November 2026

Tokyo MOU & Paris MoU Member Authorities

Conducted together with routine Port State Control inspections

Loading, stowage and securing of cargo in accordance with current SOLAS requirements

#

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

CHECK

Approved CSM onboard

CSM covers actual
stowage

Officers know the CSM

CSM is followed

Cargo plan & VGM

Cargo Safe Access Plan

Correct securing
equipment

Condition & maintenance

Cargo secured during
voyage

Visibility & heavy weather

PSC EXPECTATION

Verify the approved Cargo Securing Manual is available on board.

Lashing instructions must cover the specific stowage situations found on the ship.

Relevant officers should understand stack/tier weight limits and weight limitations
for tank tops, hatch covers and decks.

Actual cargo securing practices should comply with the approved CSM.

Cargo plans should reflect the verified gross mass of containers being loaded.

Where applicable, the ship should have a CSAP supporting safe and proper
container stowage and securing.

Sufficient approved portable securing devices of the correct type/brand should be
available.

Fixed and portable securing devices should be compatible, in good condition and
maintained as required by the CSM.

Cargo should remain secured throughout the voyage to prevent cargo loss
overboard.

Cargo stow should preserve bridge visibility; SMS heavy-weather arrangements
should address cargo-loss prevention and be followed.

PSC FOCUS
 

CIC ALERT—CARGO SECURING

 ShipboardReadinessGuide—TokyoMOU&Paris MoU 1 SEP – 30 NOV 2026

Tokyo MOU & Paris MoU Joint Concentrated Inspection Campaign 
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MASTER / CHIEF OFFICER — PRE-CIC CHECK

 

1 SEP – 30 NOV 2026
A practicalshipboardself-checkbefore the PSCinspection window

AREA

CSM

CSM

Familiarisation

Cargo plan

CSAP

Equipment

Equipment

Practice

Voyage

Bridge

Heavy
weather

VERIFY BEFORE PSC

Approved CSM is onboard, current and readily accessible.

Lashing instructions cover the cargo/stowage arrangements actually used on board.

Deck officers can explain relevant stack/tier weights and structural weight limitations.

Container verified gross masses are correctly reflected in the cargo plan.

Cargo Safe Access Plan is available and implemented where required.

Correct approved lashing/securing devices are available in sufficient quantity.

Securing devices are compatible, identifiable, in good condition and properly maintained.

Cargo securing on deck matches the CSM — not just the plan.

Checks/arrangements ensure cargo remains secure throughout the voyage.

Cargo stow does not compromise required bridge visibility.

SMS procedures cover precautions against cargo loss in heavy weather and crew follow
them.

✓

Don’t treat the CSM as a document kept only for inspections. The CIC checks whether cargo securing
arrangements, equipment, plans and onboard practices actually match the approved CSM and applicable
SOLAS requirements — the ship should be able to demonstrate this consistently in normal operations.

KEY MESSAGE FOR THE CREW

The CIC questionnaire includes starred questions. A “No” answer to these questions may result in the ship
being considered for detention. All “No” answers must be supported by a relevant deficiency in the PSC
inspection report.

DETENTION RISK — PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION

MARITIME UPDATE VOYAGE 17 -  18  AUG 202614

https://www.linkedin.com/company/marinersupdate/
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WEEKLY PILOT LADDER COMPLIANCES

Credits : Capt.Aries, Fb page: Dangerous ladder
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SHIP  KNOWLEDGE VOYAGE 17 -  18  AUG 202617



MASTER’S  TABLE VOYAGE 17 -  18  AUG 202618



MARITIME WEALTH VOYAGE 17 -  18  AUG 202619



MARITIME FUNCORNER VOYAGE 17 -  18  AUG 202620



MARITIME WISHES VOYAGE 17 -  18  AUG 202621

MARITIME POLL RESULT

The poll shows that Digital & AI Literacy is the most valued future skill,
leading with 41% of the votes. Cybersecurity Awareness and Autonomous
Ship Operations follow at 23% each, while Environmental Compliance
received 14%. This highlights the growing importance of digital
transformation, AI, cybersecurity, and automation in the maritime industry.

WHICH SKILL WILL BE MOST VALUABLE FOR MARITIME
PROFESSIONALS BY 2030?– POLL RESULTS
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SHORE JOBS

MARITIME VACANCY VOYAGE 17 -  18  AUG 202623

⚠️ DISCLAIMER: MARINERS UPDATE SHARES JOB INFORMATION ONLY. CANDIDATES MUST VERIFY ALL RECRUITERS AND JOB OFFERS
INDEPENDENTLY. WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR RECRUITMENT DECISIONS, PAYMENTS, OR THIRD-PARTY COMMUNICATIONS.

https://www.linkedin.com/build-relation/newsletter-follow?entityUrn=7441735488677457920


SEA JOBS

















The maritime industry is constantly
evolving, and staying ahead means
staying informed.

New regulations, technologies,
challenges, and opportunities continue
to shape the future of shipping.

Thank you for reading and growing with
us.

Stay informed, adapt with confidence,
and continue moving forward.

Until next time, smooth sailing and safe
waters.

FINAL THOUGHTSFINAL THOUGHTS
MARINERS UPDATE VOYAGE 17

18 AUGUST 2026
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