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EDITOR'S NOTE
Welcome to the 18th edition 

Scan to Save our V card



PSC VOYAGE 18 -  25  AUG 202604

SUBSCRIBE OUR NEWSLETTER FOR REGULAR UPDATES

Discover this week's PSC Observation of the Week (PSC FOCUS – WK : 27)
featuring real Port State Control inspection findings that highlight common
deficiencies identified onboard ships. Every deficiency identified during an
inspection tells a story—not just of a non-conformity, but of an opportunity to
improve safety, strengthen operational standards, and prevent future deficiencies
that could lead to costly delays or vessel detention.

In this week's edition, we have compiled a collection of real Port State Control
(PSC) deficiency photographs captured during actual inspections. These
examples highlight some of the most frequently observed deficiencies across
various shipboard areas, offering a practical understanding of what PSC officers
look for during inspections.

Want to dive deeper? Simply click the
image above or scan the QR code below.

https://marinersupdate.com/blog/psc-focus-wk-27-psc-observation-of-the-week/
https://www.linkedin.com/build-relation/newsletter-follow?entityUrn=7430826867101773824
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SUBSCRIBE OUR NEWSLETTER FOR REGULAR UPDATES

This week’s SIRE 2.0 inspection experience provides a detailed look at how an
inspection unfolded onboard, covering the opening meeting, documentation review,
deck rounds, cargo operations, mooring arrangements, emergency equipment, BWTS,
enclosed-space procedures, and crew interviews. The inspector closely assessed how
officers and crew understood their duties, procedures, equipment checks, watchkeeping
requirements, and operational practices.

The inspection also highlighted the importance of crew preparedness and practical
knowledge, with particular attention to mooring safety, hot-work procedures, equipment
condition, PMS records, alarms, and secure storage of critical equipment. The
inspection concluded with one remark related to deck watchkeeping and one remark
concerning the secure storage of the HHC spare hose set, while positive feedback was
noted for the correct responses provided by the Bosun and Fitter

To explore this topic in detail, click on the
above image or scan the QR code below.

https://marinersupdate.com/blog/sire-2-0-inspection-lessons-from-onboard/
https://www.linkedin.com/build-relation/newsletter-follow?entityUrn=7248863337332002816
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SUBSCRIBE OUR NEWSLETTER  FOR REGULAR UPDATES

Every RightShip inspection tells a story about how well a vessel is actually run, not just
what's written in the manuals. This week we break down the Triple-P focus behind every
RISQ finding — Process, People, and Plant — and why over half of the 63,000 findings
recorded in a single year trace back to procedures that were never properly aligned with
the SMS. We also look at which high-risk issues show up again and again across
inspections, from lifeboat servicing to winch brake testing, and why age alone doesn't
guarantee a clean report.

The good news is that every one of these gaps is preventable. Ships that run a proper
gap assessment, train their crew on the RISQ Guide to Inspection, and build readiness
checks into their routine consistently walk away with fewer findings and stronger
outcomes. With key vetting changes coming into effect on 1 July and 1 October 2025 for
vessels 13 years and older, now is the time for ship managers to get ahead of the curve
rather than scramble closer to the deadline.

To explore this topic in detail, click on the
above image or scan the QR code above.

https://marinersupdate.com/blog/risq-inspection-focus-wk-15-preparing-for-a-rightship-inspection/
https://www.linkedin.com/build-relation/newsletter-follow?entityUrn=7460305907743268864
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SUBSCRIBE OUR NEWSLETTER  FOR REGULAR UPDATES

Visibility is a critical factor in safe navigation, particularly when operating in coastal
waters, busy shipping lanes, pilotage areas, and harbour approaches. This week's
Captain’s Weather Desk explains the atmospheric conditions that reduce visibility and
explores how fog, mist, and haze differ in their formation and characteristics.
Understanding the relationship between moisture, temperature, condensation, and the
surrounding atmosphere can help mariners recognise deteriorating visibility before it
becomes a significant navigational concern.

The edition also looks at the main types of fog, the weather situations in which they
commonly develop, and the practical signs that a bridge team should monitor during
changing conditions. By understanding how fog develops and how visibility can
deteriorate, seafarers can make better use of visual observations, weather information,
radar, and other navigational resources to support safe navigation, collision avoidance,
pilotage, and harbour operations.

To explore this topic in detail, click on the
above image or scan the QR code below.

https://marinersupdate.com/blog/captains-weather-desk-wk-12-visibility-fog/
https://www.linkedin.com/build-relation/newsletter-follow?entityUrn=7388237300922511360
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A fuel sample comes back slightly over spec. Is that a genuine failure — or just normal
lab-to-lab variation? The answer isn't in ISO 8217. It's in ISO 4259, the standard that
defines how test precision is measured through round robin testing and translated into the
95% confidence limits used in every bunker dispute.

The updated ISO 4259:2026 keeps the core principle unchanged: reproducibility (R) —
not repeatability (r) — is the number that decides these cases. Applied to RMG 380, a 60
mg/kg catfines limit doesn't statistically fail until above 72 mg/kg. That 60–72 mg/kg gap is
often exactly where bunker disputes are won or lost. CIMAC WG7 turns this theory into a
practical lookup table for claims teams — spelling out exactly how the 0.59R boundary
applies from both the supplier's and the recipient's side.

HOW ISO 4259:2026 DECIDES WHO WINS A
BUNKER FUEL DISPUTE
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A Greek-interest crude oil
tanker, believed to be the
Liberia-flagged SKIROS
(IMO 9390628), was
reportedly struck by an
aerial drone on 16 August
2026 while loading oil
offshore from
Novorossiysk, Russia.

According to a maritime
security update, the
drone approached the
tanker after an initial pass
over the area and
reportedly struck the
bridge, causing a fire
onboard. The incident
adds to growing security
concerns for commercial
shipping operating
around the Black Sea's
major oil-export facilities

A rescue boat
launching drill on board
a tanker resulted in
injuries to three crew
members after the boat
descended rapidly due
to a hidden defect in
the launching
appliance's winch-unit
freewheel module.

The BSU investigation
found that corrosion
and moisture inside the
winch contributed to
deterioration of the
internal mechanism.

The incident highlights
why visual inspections
and annual checks
alone may not be
enough.
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The VLCC market is
accelerating at an
extraordinary pace, with
rates surging across
both the Atlantic and
Middle East markets.

Strong Chinese crude
demand, tightening
vessel availability and
the continuing Hormuz
crisis are combining to
push tanker earnings
sharply higher. Brazil-
China fixtures have
reached around
WS197.5, US Gulf-
China voyages are
approaching $260,000
per day, while Middle
East-China earnings
have climbed above
$500,000 per day.

The Forward Seamen’s
Union of India has
raised serious concerns
over allegations that
some seafarers may be
facing pressure to
transit the high-risk
Strait of Hormuz despite
ongoing security
threats.

The concerns follow
multiple reported
attacks on commercial
vessels in the region,
including a recent
incident in which a chief
engineer was killed.
FSUI has also
highlighted the case of
the master of AM
Pioneer.
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A US-flagged cargo
vessel, SLNC York,
was evacuated in the
Pacific after taking on
water on August 18
while sailing from
Honolulu, Hawaii,
toward Naha, Japan.

The entire crew was
safely transferred to the
nearby Pacific Yantai
after the vessel's crew
and technical teams
took immediate action
to control the flooding.
SLNC confirmed that all
crew members are
safe, uninjured and
accounted for, while the
vessel remains stable.

The maritime industry
is preparing for its
biggest navigation data
shift since 1992. The
IHO's new S-100
Universal
Hydrographic Data
Model is set to replace
S-57, bringing richer
bathymetry, real-time
tidal and current data,
faster navigational
warnings, and
integrated under-keel
clearance
management to ECDIS
systems worldwide.

Voluntary use began
January 1, 2026 —
and it becomes
mandatory for all new
builds and retrofits
from January 1, 2029.
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War-risk insurance
terms covering certain
maritime operations in
the Red Sea, Gulf of
Aden and surrounding
Indian Ocean waters
have been revised
following a notice from
reinsurers.

The amendment to
Clause 4(4) of the “P&I
War Risks Clause for
Special Cover” applies
to charterers' entries,
fixed-premium P&I
entries and certain
additional insurance
covers. It does not apply
to mutual P&I entries,
Excess War P&I cover
or FD&D cover.

Nine workers, including a 17-
year-old, were killed after
toxic gas exposure during
the dismantling of LNG
carrier Rasi at Ferdous Steel
shipbreaking yard in
Chattogram, Bangladesh, on
14 August 2026.

The incident has raised
serious questions because
the facility is certified under
the Hong Kong International
Convention for the Safe and
Environmentally Sound
Recycling of Ships, which
became mandatory in June
2025. According to the NGO
Shipbreaking Platform, 84
accidents have occurred at
Bangladeshi shipbreaking
yards since the Convention
entered into force, reportedly
resulting in 15 deaths and 81
injuries.
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A new piracy incident off
the Somali coast has
renewed concerns over
maritime security in the
region. On August 17, a
cargo vessel was
reportedly boarded by at
least eight pirates
approximately 4.5
nautical miles south of
Maraya. The crew is
reported safe, while
EUNAVFOR Operation
ATALANTA continues to
monitor and investigate
the incident.

The development comes
as four vessels —
Honour, Sward, Eureka
and Asna — and their
crews reportedly remain
in captivity after months
of negotiations.

A serious maritime
security incident was
reported on 17 August
2026, when the Liberia-
flagged bulk carrier
ANNA S was struck by
five aerial drones
approximately 20 nautical
miles off Novorossiysk
while approaching the
Russian port to load
grain.

The vessel suffered a
major fire and extensive
damage, forcing all 21
crew members to
abandon ship. They were
safely rescued by the
Malta-flagged ELINA B.
Around five hours later,
ELINA B was itself struck
by two drones. 
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WEEKLY PILOT LADDER COMPLIANCES

Credits : Capt.Aries, Fb page: Dangerous ladder
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MARITIME POLL RESULT

The results clearly show that complacency is the biggest barrier to effective safety onboard,
accounting for 54% of responses—more than three times any other factor. Work pressure
and poor communication each account for 17%, while lack of resources represents 13%.
The key takeaway is that safety is not only about procedures and resources; maintaining a
strong safety mindset and avoiding complacency is critical to preventing accidents onboard.

WHAT MOST OFTEN STANDS IN THE WAY OF EFFECTIVE SAFETY
ONBOARD? – POLL RESULTS
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⚠️ DISCLAIMER: MARINERS UPDATE SHARES JOB INFORMATION ONLY. CANDIDATES MUST VERIFY ALL RECRUITERS AND JOB OFFERS
INDEPENDENTLY. WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR RECRUITMENT DECISIONS, PAYMENTS, OR THIRD-PARTY COMMUNICATIONS.

https://www.linkedin.com/build-relation/newsletter-follow?entityUrn=7441735488677457920
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Experience builds knowledge, but
reflection turns knowledge into
improvement.

Every voyage, inspection, drill, and
challenge offers an opportunity to become
better prepared for what lies ahead.

Thank you for being part of this journey.

Learn from every experience and carry
those lessons forward.

Until our next edition, safe sailing and
clear horizons.

FINAL THOUGHTSFINAL THOUGHTS
MARINERS UPDATE VOYAGE 18

25 AUG 2026
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