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A PATTERN WORTH REMEMBERING

In many fatal incidents, the first casualty collapses quickly and silently. A second — or
even third — crew member is then overcome attempting a rescue without testing the
atmosphere or wearing breathing apparatus. 

SAFETY CIRCULAR · WK 40

 

ENCLOSED SPACE ENTRY

CREW SAFETY ALERT

One Breath Too Many: Why Enclosed
Spaces Keep Claiming Lives

 Enclosed space entry remains one of the most persistent causes of multiple-fatality
incidents at sea — and in many cases, it is not only the first person who dies, but
the colleague who rushes in to help.

Why the Atmosphere Turns Deadly

 • Oxygen depletion:  Rusting steel, drying paint, and certain cargoes (grain, coal, DRI,
timber, steel products) consume oxygen inside a closed space, sometimes within
hours.

• Toxic and flammable gases: Cargo off-gassing, residues, and decomposing organic
matter can release hydrogen sulphide, carbon monoxide, or hydrocarbon vapours with
little or no warning smell.

• Invisible risk: A space can look, smell, and feel completely normal while the
atmosphere inside is already unable to support life.
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BEFORE ANY ENTRY, ASK

Has the permit been signed? Has the atmosphere been tested at all levels? Is ventilation
running? Is a standby person in place with rescue gear ready? If the answer to any of these is no
— do not enter. 

 

PREVENTIVE ACTION

SAFETY REMINDER
No task inside an enclosed space is urgent enough to skip the checks.

The space will still be there in ten minutes — make sure you will be too.

Six Rules That Save Lives

3

Ventilate continuously
Mechanically ventilate before and
throughout the entry — never rely on a
single test result to declare a space safe for
the whole job.

1

Permit before entry, always
 

5

Never rescue without protection
 

6

Drill it until it's instinct
 

4

Post a standby person
 

2

Test the atmosphere properly
 

A collapsed crew member must never
trigger an unprotected rescue. Raise the
alarm, don breathing apparatus, and follow
the emergency plan.

No one enters an enclosed space without a
completed, signed entry permit —
regardless of how routine or short the job
seems.

Regular enclosed space entry and rescue
drills ensure that, in a real emergency, the
safe response is the automatic one.

A dedicated, briefed person remains at the
entrance at all times, in constant
communication, with rescue equipment
ready to hand.

Check oxygen,flammable gas, and toxic
gas levels at multiple heights before entry,
using a calibrated, working gas meter.
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MOORING EQUIPMENT INSPECTION &
SAFE WORKING LOADS

TECHNICAL CIRCULAR — WEEK 40

 Worn, overloaded or poorly maintained mooring gear remains a leading
cause of serious injury on deck. A technical refresher on inspection and
SWL limits.

Topic Mooring line, winch & fitting inspection; safe working
load (SWL) compliance

All vessel types conducting mooring operations

Snap-back and line failure remain among the most
severe recurring deck injuries

Applies To

Why Now

Why This Still Matters

Mooring lines, wires and fittings degrade steadily through UV exposure,
abrasion, repeated loading and corrosion — often without obvious
outward signs until the point of failure. A line or fitting loaded beyond its
safe working load, or weakened by undetected wear, can part suddenly
and recoil with enough force to cause fatal injury within the snap-back
zone.

Safe working load is not a theoretical figure — it is the maximum load a
piece of equipment may carry in normal service, already reduced from
breaking load by a built-in safety margin. Exceeding it, or using
mismatched or degraded gear, removes that margin entirely.

TECHNICAL CIRCULAR VOYAGE 23-  06 OCT 202607



Reminder

A line or fitting's SWL is a hard limit, not a
target. Using higher-rated gear than the
weakest component in the system gives a false
sense of margin.

Keep all personnel clear of the snap-back zone
during line handling under tension — a parted
line can travel faster than it can be avoided.

A line showing significant wear, cuts or heat
damage should be taken out of service, not
patched or kept “for light duty.”

Use the vessel-specific mooring arrangement
and line composition the equipment plan calls
for — don't improvise substitutions under time
pressure.

TECHNICAL CIRCULAR — WEEK 40

Routine Inspection Checklist

• Inspect mooring lines and wires for chafe, abrasion, discolouration
and reduction in diameter before and after each use.

• Check that SWL markings on winches, bollards, fairleads and fittings
are legible and match the equipment in use.

• Confirm mooring lines are matched in type and condition — do not
mix old and new line on the same drum.

• Inspect winch brakes, clutches and render/recover settings against
the vessel's mooring equipment plan.

• Record all inspections, defects and replacements in the deck log and
equipment register.

Four Rules Worth Repeating

Rule 

Never exceed
SWL

Respect the
snap-back
zone

Retire, don't
repair

Follow the
mooring plan
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Every day at sea brings
responsibility, decisions, and
opportunities to make a difference.

Strong performance comes from
people who remain dependable,
disciplined, and committed to doing
things the right way.

Thank you for being part of our
maritime community.

Keep setting high standards and
making every voyage count.

Until the next edition, safe
passages and steady courses.

FINALFINALFINAL
THOUGHTSTHOUGHTSTHOUGHTS
FINAL
THOUGHTS

MARINERS UPDATE VOYAGE 23

06 OCT 2026


	Contents
	MARINER’S UPDATE
	VOYAGE 23- 06 OCT 2026
	SAFETY CIRCULAR
	SAFETY CIRCULAR · WK 40
	ENCLOSED SPACE ENTRY
	CREW SAFETY ALERT


	One Breath Too Many: Why Enclosed Spaces Keep Claiming Lives
	Enclosed space entry remains one of the most persistent causes of multiple-fatality
	incidents at sea — and in many cases, it is not only the first person who dies, but the colleague who rushes in to help.
	Why the Atmosphere Turns Deadly
	• Oxygen depletion:  Rusting steel, drying paint, and certain cargoes (grain, coal, DRI,
	timber, steel products) consume oxygen inside a closed space, sometimes within hours.
	• Toxic and flammable gases: Cargo off-gassing, residues, and decomposing organic
	matter can release hydrogen sulphide, carbon monoxide, or hydrocarbon vapours with little or no warning smell.
	• Invisible risk: A space can look, smell, and feel completely normal while the
	atmosphere inside is already unable to support life.
	A PATTERN WORTH REMEMBERING

	In many fatal incidents, the first casualty collapses quickly and silently. A second — or even third — crew member is then overcome attempting a rescue without testing the atmosphere or wearing breathing apparatus.


	VOYAGE 23- 06 OCT 2026
	SAFETY CIRCULAR
	PREVENTIVE ACTION
	Six Rules That Save Lives
	Permit before entry, always
	No one enters an enclosed space without a completed, signed entry permit — regardless of how routine or short the job seems.

	Ventilate continuously
	Mechanically ventilate before and throughout the entry — never rely on a single test result to declare a space safe for the whole job.

	Never rescue without protection
	A collapsed crew member must never trigger an unprotected rescue. Raise the alarm, don breathing apparatus, and follow the emergency plan.

	Test the atmosphere properly
	Check oxygen,flammable gas, and toxic
	gas levels at multiple heights before entry, using a calibrated, working gas meter.

	Post a standby person
	A dedicated, briefed person remains at the
	entrance at all times, in constant communication, with rescue equipment ready to hand.

	Drill it until it's instinct
	Regular enclosed space entry and rescue
	drills ensure that, in a real emergency, the safe response is the automatic one.
	BEFORE ANY ENTRY, ASK
	Has the permit been signed? Has the atmosphere been tested at all levels? Is ventilation running? Is a standby person in place with rescue gear ready? If the answer to any of these is no — do not enter.

	SAFETY REMINDER

	No task inside an enclosed space is urgent enough to skip the checks. The space will still be there in ten minutes — make sure you will be too.


	Mooring Equipment
	Inspection &
	Safe Working
	Loads
	VOYAGE 23- 06 OCT 2026
	TECHNICAL CIRCULAR
	TECHNICAL CIRCULAR — WEEK 40


	MOORING EQUIPMENT INSPECTION & SAFE WORKING LOADS
	Worn, overloaded or poorly maintained mooring gear remains a leading cause of serious injury on deck. A technical refresher on inspection and SWL limits.
	Topic
	Applies To
	Why Now
	Mooring line, winch & fitting inspection; safe working load (SWL) compliance
	All vessel types conducting mooring operations
	Snap-back and line failure remain among the most severe recurring deck injuries

	Why This Still Matters
	Mooring lines, wires and fittings degrade steadily through UV exposure, abrasion, repeated loading and corrosion — often without obvious outward signs until the point of failure. A line or fitting loaded beyond its safe working load, or weakened by undetected wear, can part suddenly and recoil with enough force to cause fatal injury within the snap-back zone.
	Safe working load is not a theoretical figure — it is the maximum load a piece of equipment may carry in normal service, already reduced from breaking load by a built-in safety margin. Exceeding it, or using mismatched or degraded gear, removes that margin entirely.


	VOYAGE 23- 06 OCT 2026
	TECHNICAL CIRCULAR
	TECHNICAL CIRCULAR — WEEK 40
	Routine Inspection Checklist
	• Inspect mooring lines and wires for chafe, abrasion, discolouration and reduction in diameter before and after each use.
	• Check that SWL markings on winches, bollards, fairleads and fittings are legible and match the equipment in use.
	• Confirm mooring lines are matched in type and condition — do not mix old and new line on the same drum.
	• Inspect winch brakes, clutches and render/recover settings against the vessel's mooring equipment plan.
	• Record all inspections, defects and replacements in the deck log and equipment register.

	Four Rules Worth Repeating
	Rule
	Never exceed
	SWL
	Respect the
	snap-back
	zone
	Retire, don't
	repair
	Follow the
	mooring plan
	Reminder
	A line or fitting's SWL is a hard limit, not a
	target. Using higher-rated gear than the weakest component in the system gives a false sense of margin.
	Keep all personnel clear of the snap-back zone
	during line handling under tension — a parted
	line can travel faster than it can be avoided.
	A line showing significant wear, cuts or heat
	damage should be taken out of service, not patched or kept “for light duty.”
	Use the vessel-specific mooring arrangement
	and line composition the equipment plan calls for — don't improvise substitutions under time pressure.




	VOYAGE 23- 06 OCT 2026
	NEWSLETTER
	CLICK THE IMAGE (OR )SCAN THE QR TO KNOW MORE ABOUT EACH TOPIC
	SUBSCRIBE OUR NEWSLETTER FOR REGULAR UPDATES
	SUBSCRIBE OUR NEWSLETTER FOR REGULAR UPDATES


	VOYAGE 23- 06 OCT 2026
	SHORE LEAVE GUIDE
	VOYAGE 23- 06 OCT 2026
	MARITIME FUNCORNER
	VOYAGE 23- 06 OCT 2026
	MARITIME FUNCORNER
	VOYAGE 23- 06 OCT 2026
	ADVERTISEMENT

	MARINERS UPDATE - YOUR TRUSTED  MARITIME PARTNER
	CLICK here

	VOYAGE 23- 06 OCT 2026
	MARITIME VACANCY
	SHORE JOBS

	SEA JOBS

